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SD Card: Aiming at Worldwide Standard of Memory Card
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Abstract

In August 1999, Matsushita Electric Industrial, SanDisk and Toshiba formed an alliance to develop and define the
specifications for the “SD Card”, the next generation memory card, to expand application products, establish a licensing
body and promote licensing. The three companies established the SD Card Association to make the specifications
available to the public, and to discuss and define application specifications for the SD Card among industries in
January 2000. The Association staged a wide range of promotional programs, with the aim of establishing a de facto

standard through general meetings and group activities.

The SD Memory Card, which features compactness, high capacity, fast read-write speed, advanced content

protection security and wide applicability, has obtained the support of a large and growing number of companies and

is already establishing a firm position as the worldwide standard for memory cards recognized as bridging rmedia for

digital networks in the 21% century. Membership of the card SD Association reached 400 as of January 2002.
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Fig. 1 Roadmap of SD memory card.
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“SD - a Universe of Possibilities*
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Fig. 2 Merchandising by Matsushita Electric.
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Fig. 3 SD Card Association.
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